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Beyond Stewardship asks: “What if God didn’t place hu-
mans on earth to be stewards of creation but something 
else?” and “If not stewards, then what?” These essays 
offer ways to think more carefully about the relation-
ship we have with the nonhuman creation and to act 
more wisely as humans embedded within and depen-
dent upon that creation.

David Paul Warners has been a biology professor at Cal-
vin College since 1997, teaching classes in botany, bi-
ological research, and ecology. Since 2009 he and Gail 

Hunst Heffner have led a watershed restoration group called Plaster Creek Stewards. David 
also works with Garrett Crow to document the botanical changes that have taken place in 
West Michigan since Emma Cole published Grand Rapids Flora in 1901.

Matthew Kuperus Heun has been an engineering professor at Calvin College since 2002. 
His current work includes societal exergy analysis, Energy Return on Investment (EROI), 
and energy-sustainability interactions in developing world contexts. His scholarship ad-
dresses the question, “What is the relationship between energy and the economy when 
viewed through the lens of sustainability?”

•
I’m excited for this new offering! As our world struggles with climate concerns and 
environmental degradation, this multiplicity of smart voices will lead us in new ways 
to think deeply, theologically, and practically about what it means to care for, nour-
ish, and bless God’s creation.

— Leslie Leyland Fields, author of the award-winning Crossing the Waters

The conversation in this book is critically significant. In accessible and lively essays, 
scholars from across disciplines draw new questions, expand the lexicon of creation 
care, and advance the dialogue in this crucial tradition. Great for teaching and for 
study groups. 

— Willis Jenkins, Religious Studies, University of Virginia

This book is paradigm-shifting and conversation-changing. What would it mean to 
think about environmental concerns in terms of reconciliation rather than merely 
stewardship or responsibility? Whether you’re just beginning to think about envi-
ronmental discipleship or you’ve been passionate about creational justice for a long 
time, this book is a provocative primer.

— James K. A. Smith, Gary and Henrietta Byker Chair, Philosophy Department at Calvin 
College
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